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NINGALOO MARINE PARK 

277. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Fisheries: 

I refer to the expanded Ningaloo Marine Park and the altered sanctuary zone boundaries. 

(1) What legal and/or practical steps need to be completed under the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 
before the rules of the expanded Ningaloo Marine Park and the altered sanctuary zone boundaries can 
be enforced? 

(2) By what dates will the steps referred to in (1) be completed? 

(3) Given the Department of Fisheries submission - quoted in an article in The West Australian dated 4 
December 2004 - which was critical of the new sanctuary zones, does that department intend to enforce 
compliance in the expanded sanctuary areas? 

(4) Given the comments of the director of research at the Department of Fisheries, Dr Jim Penn - quoted in 
an article in The West Australian dated 9 December 2004 - critical of the Ningaloo Marine Park 
decision, what role will Dr Penn have in relation to compliance and/or research in the expanded and 
enhanced Ningaloo Marine Park? 

(5) Given the opposition of the director of research at the Department of Fisheries, does the department 
have a conflict of interest in its role in enforcing compliance in sanctuary zones generally, and in the 
expanded and enhanced Ningaloo Marine Park in particular? 

(6) Will the government give consideration to creating a new agency with responsibility for marine 
biodiversity conservation? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) The legal and practical steps that need to be completed are drafting of section 43 orders under the Fish 

Resources Management Act 1994 in accordance with the management plan for the Ningaloo Marine 
Park, and publication of the orders in the Government Gazette. 

(2) This has a high priority and is planned to be completed within six weeks. 
(3) Yes, in accordance with a service level agreement between the Department of Fisheries and the 

Department of Conservation and Land Management. 
(4) Compliance is not within the directorate of research; research falls within the scope of the duties of the 

director of research, but the current incumbent will have no direct role in relation to research in 
Ningaloo Marine Park. 

(5) No.  
(6) The government has committed to a review of the institutional, legislative and policy framework for 

marine park planning, in consultation with all stakeholders, which will include investigating the best 
institutional arrangements, and will consider the proposal for establishing a single agency with 
responsibility for conservation and management of the marine environment. 

 


